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Ernst August was the former 
husband of the plaintiff, from whom 
in the meanwhile she has been 
divorced” (“den Erbgroßherzog 
Ernst August, den früheren, 
inzwischen von ihr geschiedenen 
Ehemann der Klägerin”). Why Carl 
August is named Ernst August in 
some documents I do not 
understand. 

264 BRD 1974, pp. 4–5. For the  
extract, see www.garyschwartz 
arthistorian.nl. 

265 The following is based on BRD 1971: 
Zivilkammer Bonn, the anonymized 
transcript of the verdict, and Der 
Spiegel 1971. 1 June 1968 is 
mentioned in Stern 1973 as the 
date from which reparation 
payments would be due, which I 
presume refers to the initiation of 
Elisabeth’s lawsuit.

266 Der Spiegel 1971.
267 Der Spiegel 1971.
268 For Larenz’s qualifications as well 

as a discussion concerning his 
membership in the Nazi party and 
his work for its government, see 
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Karl_Larenz (accessed 12 
November 2020).

269 Die Welt 1971.
270 “Zwei meuternde Matrosen haften 

die Gemälde am 18. April 1921 
mitgehen lassen. Ihr wertvollstes 
Beutestück, der Rembrandt, war 
als Hochzeitsgeschenk des 
Königshauses Oranien an den 
kunstsinnigen Weimarer Hof 
gekommen, als Prinzessin Sophie 
der Niederlande den Großherzog 
Karl Friedrich von Sachsen-Weimar 
1846 ehelichte.” Die Welt 1971.

271 Die Welt 1971.
272 The author was greatly helped in 

this section of the book by Anja 
Sevcik of the Wallraf-Richartz 
Museum, who provided press 
clippings from the museum files, 
and Zoe Schoofs, art historian and 
lawyer in training from Leipzig, 
who researched and interpreted as 
many of the cases as possible.

273 Der Spiegel 1974.
274 https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/

Reinhard_M%C3%BCller-Mehlis 
(accessed 12 July 2020).

275 Stern 1973. 
276 Reinhard Müller-Mehlis, Stern, 3 

May 1973. By a funny coincidence, 
in 1942 Max Friedländer had used 
these very names to make a 

general point: “The quality of the 
works of art which drift about in 
the market is declining. The 
number of the dealers who want to 
live by the sales in the art market 
grows continuously. The difference 
in value between a picture by 
Rembrandt and one by Ferdinand 
Bol is increasing.” Friedländer 
1942, pp. 181–82.

277 Kölner Stadt-Anzeiger, 12 April 1973, 
p. 17. 

278 “Noch ist nicht bekannt, ob das 
Gemälde im Museum in Köln bleiben 
und ausgestellt werden soll. […] 
Hauptkustos Dr. Horst Vey vom 
Wallraf-Richartz-Museum bestätigte 
gestern, daß sich das Bild immer 
noch im Depot des Museums 
befindet. Eine Überprüfung des 
Werkes auf seine Echtheit oder 
seinen Wert habt seines Wissens in 
dieser Zeit nicht stattgefunden.” 
Kölner Stadt-Anzeiger, 12 April 1973, 
p. 17.

279 Letter from Friedrich Kratochwil to 
Ernst van de Wetering, 25 February 
2011.

280 BRD 1973: Zivilsachen Bonn.
281 BRD 1973: Zivilsachen Bonn.
282 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

Basic_Treaty,_1972 (accessed 15 
August 2020).

283 Kölner Stadt-Anzeiger 1974(1)
284 BRD 1974: Zivilsenat Köln.
285 Der Spiegel 1974.
286 Mann 1974, p. 494. For Mann’s 

background, see https://en.
wikipedia.org/wiki/F._A._Mann 
(accessed 9 December 2020).

287 Mann 1974, p. 496.
288 Kölner Stadt-Anzeiger 1974(2). The 

Augustinermuseum was unable to 
find any mention of the painting in 
its records. Email from the 
director, Tilmann von Stockhausen, 
to the author, 3 February 2021.

289 Original in possession of the owner 
of the painting.

290 Original in possession of the owner 
of the painting.

291 Original in possession of the owner 
of the painting.

292 New York 1995, vol. 1, pp. 94-99.
293 Gerson 1969, p. 600, nr. 513.
294 Extracted from https://www.

metmuseum.org/art/collection/
search/437393? (accessed 13 
October 2020).

295 Original in possession of the owner 
of the painting.

296 Original in possession of the owner 

of the painting.
297 Wright 1982, p. 28.
298 Rosenberg 1948, vol. 1, pp. 241-49.
299 Rosenberg 1964, p. 371.
300 Bredius 1899, p. 198.
301 Van Thiel 1994, p. 58. What Bredius 

says about the form of the number 4 
I believe sight unseen. No historian 
of Dutch art has ever spent more 
time in the archives than Bredius.

302 “Uno dei numerosi autoritratti. 
Rembrandt lo ha dipinto nel 1643.”

303 See Schwartz 2021.
304 Bleker 2011, p. 513.
305 Article by Serge Schmemann, 

“Special to the New York Times,” in 
the issue of 31 October 1987.

306 Email from Anja Sevcik, 
Wallraf-Richartz Museum, 8 
September 2020: “The Terborch 
and Tischbein have been handed 
over on 3 March 1988 to the 
„Ministerium für Auswärtige 
Angelegenheiten der Deutschen 
Demokratischen Republik“, 
represented by a person, whose 
signature is not readable, but 
authorized with a stamp from 
‘Kunstsammlungen zu Weimar.’”

307 Amine Haase, “Bilderaustausch 
mit de DDR: Köln erhält 17 Gemälde 
und schickt zwei nach Weimar,” 
Kölner Stadt-Anzeiger, 31 October/ 
1 November 1987, p. 37.

308 From transcript of interview given 
to me by Louis van Gasteren’s 
widow Joke Meerman, 4 February 
2020. In his lifetime, van Gasteren 
had offered me access to the 
interview.

309 See entry in online catalogue of the 
Rijksmuseum: http://hdl.handle.
net/10934/RM0001.COLLECT.5236.

310 The literature on the RRP is vast. A 
good book on the project is Bailey 
1994. See also van de Wetering 
2015, chapters I and II, pp. 1–60. The 
following paragraphs are extracted 
from Schwartz 2006.

311 Letter to the editor of NRC Handels- 
blad, 24 January 1992, by Herman 
Colenbrander, secretary of the 
Foundation for Art History Research.

312 RRP Bruyn 1973.
313 RRP Bruyn 1973, p. 39.
314 RRP Corpus I, p. XI.
315 Algemeen Dagblad, 27 October 

1982, p. 13 (accessed via Delpher on 
8 September 2020).

316 Chicago symposium 1969, pp. 32-48.
317 RRP Corpus VI, p. 12.
318 File on the painting in RRP archive.
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319 File on the painting in RRP archive.
320 For a circumstantial rehashing of 

events, see Ernst van de Wetering, 
“What is a Rembrandt? A personal 
account,” RRP Corpus VI, pp. 36–47: 
“The break in the team.”

321 Many of the points in the following 
pages were submitted to Ernst van 
de Wetering by Dr. Friedrich 
Kratochwil in a seven-page letter 
of 25 February 2011. In a response 
of 25 March 2011, van de Wetering 
wrote: “I take notice of  your 
methodological excursions but alas 
do not feel obliged to answer 
accordingly.” Copies in possession 
of the author.

322 RRP Corpus IV, p. 89.
323 RRP Corpus IV, p. 129.
324 Gerson 1969, p. 549. nr. 35. Govert 

Flinck: Kassel (22), Liechtenstein 
(25), São Paulo (26), the Wallace 
Collection (27), Glasgow (28), the 
Louvre (29), and seconds the 
supposition that nr. 40, in Leipzig, 
is by Carel Fabritius.

325 Grimm 1991, pp. 24-31. Among the 
candidates for authorship of such 
paintings proposed by Grimm are 
the Rembrandt pupils Gerard Dou, 
Isaac Jouderville and Ferdinand Bol.

326 RRP Corpus V, p. 260, quoting 
Willem Goeree, Inleiding tot de 
praktijk der algemene schilderkunst, 
Middelburg 1697, p. 85: “Datmen de 
deugt van een beroemd meesters 
werk omtrent en in een nieuwe 
inventie geleerdelijk oefent.”

327 To which I would only remark that 
Rembrandt may not have been 
after anatomical exactitude at all. 
In the newly published volume on 
Rubens’s anatomical drawings in 
the Corpus Rubenianum Ludwig 
Burchard, Michael Kwakkelstein 
demonstrates that this was the 
case even in drawings by Rubens 
that have always been taken to be 
scrupulous studies from life.

328 RRP Corpus IV, p. 376.
329 Museum entry online at https://

www.fine-arts-museum.be/nl/
de-collectie/rembrandt-harmensz-
van-rijn-portret-van-nicolaes-van-
bambeeck. Entry in the Rembrandt 
Database at  https://rkd.nl/explore/
images/32172 (both accessed 23 
October 2020).

330 Museum entry online at www.rct.
uk/collection/search#/1/
collection/405352/agatha-
bas-1611-1658. Entry in the 

Rembrandt Database at https://
rkd.nl/explore/technical/5018272 
(both accessed 23 October 2020). 

331 Michiel Franken, “Sixty years of 
thread counting,” in Counting 
Vermeer (RKD Studies), online at 
https://countingvermeer.
rkdstudies.nl/3-sixty-years-of-
thread-counting/ (accessed 23 
October 2020).

332 Formulations like that concerning 
the Weimar self-portrait pertain to 
RRP Corpus IV numbers 2, 8, 13, 16, 
24 and 26, while a rejected 
attribution with pentimenti is 
number 17.

333 RRP Corpus IV, p. 375. 
334 RRP Corpus IV, p. 644. 
335 RRP Corpus IV, p. 385.
336 Richardson 1792, p. 170.
337 In Museum Catharijneconvent, 

Utrecht, nr. RMCC s24. See https://
adlib.catharijneconvent.nl/Details/
collect/41266 (accessed 10 
December 2020).

338 David de Witt and Leonore van 
Sloten, “Ferdinand Bol, 
Rembrandt’s disciple,” in 
Amsterdam 2017, p. 50.

339 See the portrait of a woman in the 
Gemäldegalerie, Berlin: http://
www.smb-digital.de/eMuseumPlus
?service=ExternalInterface&modul
e=collection&objectId=868440&vie
wType=detailView (accessed 10 
December 2020).

340 See https://www.theleiden collec 
tion.com/artwork/man- with-a-
book/ (accessed 10 December 2020).

341 See https://www.sammlung.
pinakothek.de/en/artwork/
OrLb50yx1V (accessed 10 
December 2020).

342 See https://dordrecht.adlibhosting.
com/ais6/Details/collect/4436 
(accessed 11 December 2020).

343 Schwartz 2019.
344 For an outstanding study of these 

propositions in the history of 
knowledge, see Goldman 2022.

345 1993: Letter to the editor of the 
Burlington Magazine, vol. 135, issue 
of November 1993, pp. 764-65. 
1996: article in the Burlington 
Magazine (see Literature). 1997: on 
the reverse of the jacket of van de 
Wetering 1997; 2008: article in the 
Burlington Magazine (see Literature). 
2011: vol. V of the Corpus (see 
below). 2015: vol. VI of the Corpus.

346 Van de Wetering 1996, p. 175.
347 “P. Horwich, Probability and 

evidence, Cambridge University 
Press 1982; C. Howson and P. 
Urbach, Scientific reasoning: The 
Bayesian approach, Open Court,  
La Salle, Illinois 1989; D. Steel, 
‘Bayesianism and the value of 
diverse evidence’, in: Philosophy of 
Science 1996, Vol. 63, pp. 666–74. 
We gratefully acknowledge the 
help in this area we received from 
Sven van de Wetering, Simon 
Fraser University, Vancouver.” 
Corpus IV, p. 109, note 46.

348 Matthijs Smit, “Verrassende draai 
in aanpak van het Rembrandt 
Research Project,” Historisch 
Nieuwsblad 5 (September 1996), p. 7.

349 RRP Corpus IV, p. 109.
350 RRP Corpus VI, pp. 495-96. The 

case was discussed by the present 
author in a column of 8 May 2018: 
“The transparent connoisseur 5: 
keeping the Rembrandt Research 
Project to its word.” Online at http:// 
www.garyschwartzarthistorian.nl/ 
364-the-transparent-connoisseur-
5-keeping-the-rembrandt-research- 
project-to-its-word/ (accessed  
22 January 2021).

351	 Liedtke 2007, vol. II, p. 709: “the 
panel was not reused (as is clear 
from X-radiographs).”

352 RRP Corpus I, C 38, p. 653.
353 He does quote the unspecific 

“Summary” of C 38. It must be said 
as well that the notion expressed in 
that entry that the painting was “a 
deliberate imitation” of Rembrandt, 
made “well after 1630,” is unbased 
and misguided.

354 Grimm 1991.
355 The Hague and London 1999,  

pp. 112–17.
356 RRP Corpus I, p. 652.
357 “Bayesian inference” on Wikipedia: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Bayesian_inference (accessed 28 
January 2021).

358 “want deesen twee sijnt daer die 
meeste ende die naetuereelste 
beweechgelickheijt in 
geopserveert.” Strauss and van der 
Meulen 1969, nr. 1639/2, pp. 
160-162; RemDoc; Van de Wetering 
2016, p. 245. 

359 Van de Wetering 2016, pp. 260-61.
360 RRP Corpus VI, pp. 36-37, with a 

complete transcription of the letter 
to the editor of the Burlington 
Magazine by the departing 
members of the RRP.
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